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BAR BRIEFS

MR. PRESIDENT:

During the past year we have lost some of the

most respected members of the Association.
as I find the list to be, are:

Those who have gone,

JUDGE CHARLES M. COOLEY,
JUDGE S.

L.

NUCHOLS,

JUDGE

K. E.

JUDG

CHARLES A. POLLOCK,

LEIGHTON,

G. A. LAKE.
I think I will ask the meeting to pause a few moments and listen
to a few words in memoriam by Tracy Bangs: Chairman Libby has
submitted the usual resolutions containing the data of the lives of
these members. That report is on file and, of course, will be
published and received by all. I assume, therefore, it is the sense
of this meeting that this report be adopted and Mr. Libby thanked for
his comprehensive work.
MR. BANGS: I do not feel that it is possible for me to express
to you gentlemen what I would like to hear expressed on an occasion
such as this. There are times when I regret exceedingly the lack
of opportunity that I have had in the past to so prepare myself that
I might give voice in proper language to the thoughts and feelings
that I have. It would be a foolish thing for me to attempt at this
time,by any words of mine, to enlarge upon the standing that these
men have made for themselves. It would be an impossible task for
us as a Bar Association to either add or to detract from the reputations made by these men.
You have heard their names as they were read by the President.
You know of them and of their work in their chosen profession. We
cannot by any word or act of ours change to any degree the standing
that these men have had in this State and throughout the nation, in
some instances, but we can, if you please, as members of the Bar,
as citizens of this State and of this country of ours, profit by pausing
for a moment to contemplate the lives of these men and determining
whether or not the lives led by them, the lessons taught by their
calling home, cannot be of some benefit. to us in our future conduct
and each ones future life.
I feel that at times we lose sight of some of the better things of
life in a keen pursuit of what I do not decry, but in a keen pursuit of
our study of our constitutional structure. We at times seem to forget
all other interests in trying to build up what we are pleased to term
good citizens by careful and thorough systematic study of the constitutional form of government. That is a splendid thing to do. It
is something that must necessarily redound to the benefit of ourselves
and our communities, but we should stop occasionally and remember
that long years ago a constitution was handed down with just ten
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sections in it that comprise all of the constitutional law of the world,
and if we as men will turn our attention to forming our lives so that
they will all the time move along with the constitutional provisions
in those ten laws that were handed down, then we will be such good
citizens that it will require but little effort on the part of the committees on Americanization, or any other general subject, to make us
all real, first-class American citizens.
These men who have passed away were each and all of them, as I
look back, men who looked to that great constitution of those years
ago for their guidance, not only spiritually but mentally. They were
men who believed in doing the best they could for their fellow men,
and that is all any of us can do.
You know life would be a queer thing if we did not have friends.
Life would be a barren place, were it not for the feeling we have of
friendship for others, and the consciousness that others have friendship
for us. We must, each and all, always keep in mind there is only
one good way to have friends, and that is to be a friend. If one is a
friend to his fellow man, he can rest assured that the fellow man
will be a friend to him, and when you go to bed at night with the
consciousness that you have during the day performed some kindly,
friendly act, you can know that somewhere in the world someone is
going to bed realizing that he has learned to be a friend of yours
because of that friendly act.
I remember hearing a little story one time of an old lady going
down the street. She was shabbily dressed, one of these old-fashioned
shawls around her shoulders. She was seen to stop suddenly and
pick up something in the street. A policeman, standing by, called to
her. She didn't hear him, and finally he chased after her and then
he said, "'What have you got under your shawl ?" She said, "Nothing."
"Yes you have, too, I saw you pick it up. Show it up here." She
held out from under her shawl her hand with pieces of broken glass.
He looked at it and said, "For God's sake, what did you want of
that?" She said, "I didn't want it. I didn't want it. I was just
thinking of the barefooted children that are walking about."
All about us, theoretically speaking, are barefooted children,
whose hearts can be hurt, whose souls can be absolutely seared by
the broken glass of slander, by broken glass of treacherous men,
things that are sometimes said. It seems to me that if we can be
chastened by this hour, chastened bv this time of contemplation,
chastened by the death -of those who have gone, and the Great Power
that has called them home, and feel that we can just go out of this
room with our minds made up to be a little more considerate of our
fellow men; to be a little more considerate of those about us; with
our minds made up to pick up the broken glass; to see that nothing
is done or said to hurt any other person, then this day will not have
been in vain.
I trust that each one of us can go out feeling this memorial has
brought to us something that may make us a little better, a little
kinder.
MR. PRESIDENT:

you say.

Tracy, nothing can ever be added to what

BAR BRIEFS
HON. CHARLES M. COOLEY

Hon. Charles M. Cooley passed away at his home in Grand Forks,
N. D., on Monday, September 12th, 1927, after an illness of some
considerable length of time'but the immediate cause of his death was
heart failure.
Judge Cooley was born at Decorah, Iowa, on December I8th,
1856, and was, therefore, about 71 years of age at the time of his
death.
His father, E. E. Cooley, had been District Judge at Decorah,
Iowa, for many years, and after Judge Charles M. Cooley had finished
the schools of Decorah and had been graduated from the University
of Michigan, in the Liberal Arts Department, he pursued a course of
study of the law in his father's office and under the tutelage of his
father, and was admitted to the Bar in i88o.
After pursuing his course of education for so many continuous
years, his health became somewhat impaired, and he engaged in farming for a short period of time, near Mitchell, S. D. After the time
spent on the farm he engaged in the abstracting business for some
time at Superior, Wisconsin. He then moved to Minneapolis and was
for many years at the head of the Legal Department of the American
Building and Loan Association of that city. Later on he severed his
connection with such firm and removed to Minot, N. D., where he
engaged in the practice of the law until October, I9OO, when he came
to Grand Forks, N. D.. and engaged in the practice of law in the
office of Hon. Tracy R. Bangs, the law firm name being "Bangs,
Cooley & Hamilton," and Judge Cooley continued with this firm until
1913 when he was appointed to the Judgeship of the First Judicial
District of the State of North Dakota, to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Judge Charles F. Templeton.
Judge Cooley was re-elected as Judge of said District at the
electlbns of 1916, I920 and 1924, being continuously on the bench as
Judge of said District for a period of about i i years.
Early in 1923 Judge Cooley was appointed by the Supreme
Court of the State of North Dakota as the Judge in said State before
whom all matters in connection with the receivership of closed banks
were to be brought, and Judge Cooley devoted much of his .time to
this important work, and was instrumental in saving large sums of
money for both the depositors in those banks, and for the bankers
themselves, and his work in connection with such receiverships,
together with his usual judicial duties, was so arduous that in Decem;
ber, 1926, it caused a general breaking down of his health, and in
January, 1927 his illness became not only very marked but so serious
as to cause great concern in his family, and with his multitude of
friends over the State.
In January, 1927, and after having suffered greatly for some weeks
previous, and having become reduced in general health conditions,
his eyesight failed him to such an extent that he became almost
blind, but after some time, and when the summer of 1927 came, he
rallied to a considerable extent and again engaged in his Court work,
even though he was physically in no condition to do so, but yet he
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continued on faithfully looking after all matters which he could
possibly handle, notwithstanding the fact that his condition was indeed
grave, and not only the members of his family and his many friends,
but he himself began late in the summer to realize the fact that he
was a very ill man, and so he abandoned all work requiring any
particular thought or physical action.
Shortly after Judge Cooley was admitted to
married to Alice Woodworth of Decorah, Iowa,
H. B. Woodworth, who later became a professor
of North Dakota, and for whom "Woodworth Hall"
Alice Woodworth Cooley died in i9io.

the Bar he was
daughter of Rev.
at the University
was named. Mrs.

In 1915 Judge Cooley was married to Miss Hilder Barth of
Grand Forks, N. D., and they continued to reside in Grand Forks
until the time of his death.
He is survived by his widow and by one brother, Professor
Roger W. Cooley, Professor of Law in the University of North
Dakota, and by a nephew, John B. Cooley, Assistant Editor of the
Grand Forks Herald.
Judge Cooley was an active member of the Masonic Order, being
associated as a member with all of the Grand Forks Masonic Bodies,
and of Kem Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He was also a member
of Sigma Phi and Phi Delta Phi Fraternities, and was also a communicant of St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Grand Forks, N. D.
Funeral services were held from the Masonic Temple, Grand
Forks, N. D., at 2 o'clock p. m. on Wednesday, September i 4 th, 1927,
where the services were in charge of Acacia Lodge No. 4, A. F. &
A. M., of which Lodge Judge Cooley was a Past Master. Interment
was made in Memorial Park Cemetery Grand Forks, N. D.
Too much cannot be said in praise of Judge Cooley, and in commendation of his life and of his life's work. His character as a man
was without stain, and his life in the practice of the law was without
blemish, and his work as a Judge of this State was never excelled by
any Judge who ever occupied a like position within the Territory or
State of North Dakota.
Judge Cooley was a very finely equipped lawyer. He was
possessed of a clear, clean-cut, judicial mind and temperament, and
never at any time when on the Bench, was Judge Cooley known to
cater to the crowds who assembled in the different Court Rooms
.vhere he was in the habit of holding court, nor did he ever seem
to realize that he was in the presence of anything or of any person
or persons, excepting those in his immediate presence, engaged in
the trial of cases before him, and hd never seemed to recognize anything outside of the "work which was immediately before him, to
which he gave most faithful and earnest attention and consideration.
As a man he was always genial, social and kindly in all of his
actions toward others, and in his every thought and act he evidenced
that high - mindedness which best characterizes the nobleness in any
life, but above and beyond all, Judge Cooley was loyal to himself,
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and because of this element in his nature, it was easy for him-very
natural for him-to be loyal to all others, and especially to those whom
he regarded as his more intimate friends.
In the administration of his office as Judge he was always
courteous, fair and considerate, and was one of the best listeners the
Bench of this State ever possessed, and one of the most outstanding
features in connection with his work upon the Bench, and also with
his life while Judge and when he was not in the active work of his
office, was his exceeding kindness to, and consideration for the
younger members of the Bar.
If Judge Cooley knew how to criticize others, no
discovered the fact from any word or act of his.

one ever

He was first of all a good man, then he was a great, refined,
earnest and well-grounded lawyer, and being endowed with what we
can truly term a "legal mind," it was easy for him to be the great
Judge which he actually was.
Judge Cooley, with all his kindness and consideration, was
absolutely fearless and independent, and during his whole career on
the bench no one ever heard it said, or even intimated of him, that
he favored any one lawyer more than any other lawyer, or that he
favored any one client any more than he favored any other client-all
were the same to Judge Cooley-and at all times it was the case in hand
which occupied Judge Cooley's heart, thought and mind, and it was
to this only that he directed his earnest attention.
Judge Cooley was not a politician, nor did he ever attempt to play
pblitics in or out of Court, and all people, rich or poor, stood on the
same footing and were regarded in the same manner in all matters
in connection with his judicial work, and there was no known
infuence that could sway him from the performance of what he
believed to be his full duty.
During his career as District Judge he was frequently called
to sit upon the Supreme Bench of this State, and many of the judicial
decisions of our Supreme Court, are originally the work of Judge
Cooley, and his life as a man, his work as a lawyer, and his administration of justice as one of our Judges, furnish examples which it
would be well for all to exemplify and follow.
One of the most noble things in connection with Judge Cooley's
work on the Bench was his manner of meting out what he thought
was justice to those who were brought before him for sentence, after
having been convicted by juries. In all these instances he seemed
to look upon a convicted defendant standing before him for sentence,
more as an unfortunate, rather than as a criminal, and he treated
each and every one of such persons with that consideration, and he
never pronounced judgment on any one of such unfortunate persons
without tempering it with mercy, and on these occasions he never
was known to speak harshly or unkindly to any one of such persons,
but rather was given to view them with sympathy and with a degree
of tenderness and mercy that could only come from a noble heart.
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Judge Cooley has gone from us but he will always be held by
every one who knew him, in the fondest of memory.
Resolutions
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By this Association in
Convention assembled, that we deeply regret the passing of Judge
Cooley, and together with his family and his near relatives, we deeply
mourn his loss, for in many respects it'is a loss to the state and to
the community in which he lived, that can never be made good, and
we extend to his widow and to all his relatives our heartfelt sympathy
in their bereavement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this biographical sketch
of his life and these Resolutions be spread at large upon the permanent
records of this Association, and that a copy of the same be forwarded
to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of North
Dakota, and also a copy forwarded to the present Senior Judge of
the First Judicial District, and a like copy sent to his widow and a
like copy sent to his brother, the Hon. Roger M. Cooley.
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HON. S. L. NUCHOLS

Mr. Nuchols was born at Maryville, Tennessee, in 1871, and was
educated at the College and University located at the same place,
and later was there admitted to the Bar, where he practiced law
until 1902, when he removed to Mandan N. D., and formed the law
firm of Nuchols & Murphy.
Mr. Nuchols was City Attorney of Mandan for three years, and
in 1905 he was engaged in the practice of law with Judge B. W. Shaw.
Mr. Nuchols was married to Miss Minnie Vance of Knoxville,
Tenn., on. September 2oth, 19o2, and brought his bride with him

to North Dakota where they continued to reside, and in 1918 Mrs.
Nuchols died during the influenza epidemic.
In 1911 Mr. Nuchols was appointed District Judge at Mandan,
and at that time his District comprised seventeen counties West of
the Missouri River. In 1912 he was elected to the same position and
served until I§I5, when he resigned and entered the law practice

at Mandan with William Langer.
In 1917 when Mr. Langer was elected Attorney General of North
Dakota, Mr. Nuchols resumed private practice for a short time, when
in I919 President Wilson appointed him Assistant United States
District Attorney, with Headquarters at Fargo, which position he held
until 1921, when he again joined Mr. Langer in the practice of law
at Bismarck, where he 'remained until his illness became very serious.
For some years before his death the Judge was a sufferer from
kidney and heart trouble, and this was assigned as the cause of his
death.
Judge Nuchols was always deeply interested in civic affairs, and
was prominent in National Guard work while at Mandan. He was
a First Lieutenant in Company F, North Dakota National Guard,
and in 1918 was appointed Judge Advocate General, with the rank
of Colonel.
Judge Nuchols was also an active and faithful member of the
First Presbyterian Church of Mandan, and rendered service as a
member of the Judicial Committee of the General Assembly of the
Church for a number of years. He was also a member of the
Masonic Lodge at Bismarck, and was also an active member of the
Lions Club.
Judge Nuchols passed away in January, 1928, at his home in
Mandan. Funeral services were held at the First Presbyterian
Church at Mandan, with G. W. Stewart, Pastor, officiating.
One son, Richard Vance Nuchols of Bismarck, and two daughters,
Mary of Mandan, and Josephine of Wishek, survive him.
Judge Nuchols was always a great and close student of the law,
and it was characteristic of him to know the law of a case before
acting upon it, either as Judge, or as practicing lawyer. He was a
finely educated gentleman, was always affable, courteous and kind,
and was respected and loved by all of the members of the Bar, as
well as by the public in general, who knew him.
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He was never extravagant of speech, but was always considerate
of the feelings of those with whom he came in contact, either in the
more private affairs of life, or in the practice of his profession.
Resolutions
BE IT RESOLVED, By this Association in Convention assembled,
that we deeply mourn the passing of Judge Nuchols, and we appreciate the great loss which the State and this Bar Association have
sustained in his death.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sympathies of all of
the members of this Bar Association be extended to the surviving
members of his family, who in his passing, have sustained the greatest
loss of all.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this brief sketch of his
life, and these Resolutions be placed upon the permanent records of
this Association; and

BE

IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, That

the Secretary be

instructed to deliver to the members of the family, a copy hereof.
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HON. KALITA

E.

LEIGHTON

Judge Leighton was born in Putnam County,

Missouri on

September 13th, 1871 and died at Bismarck, North Dakota, on January
ioth, 1928. He was educated in the public schools at Allerton, Iowa,

spent two years in the Highland Park Normal College, at Des Moines.
Iowa, and graduated from the Law Department of the University of
Iowa in 1896, thereafter practicing his profession for a time at
Mystic, Iowa.
In 19oo he moved to Minot, N. D., and there formed a partnership
with the late D. C. Greenleaf, for the practice of the law.
On December 25th, 19oi, he was married to Belle Lockman, and

four children, two sons and two daughters, were born of such
marriage, and who survive him.
In January, 1911, Judge Leighton was appointed by Governor
John Burke as Judge of the District Court for the old Minot District,
to fill out the unexpired term of Judge Goss, who had been elevated
to the Supreme Bench, and at the expiration of such term Judge
Leighton was elected as Judge of the District Court, and at the end
of his term was re-elected to such position, so that he remained on
the bench continuously for about ten years.
Thereafter he resumed the practice of law at Minot, and about
two years ago was appointed Assistant Attorney General of the State
of North Dakota by Attorney General Geo. F. Shafer, and the Judge
held such position until his death.
Judge Leighton was one of the noblest characters in every sense
of that term, who ever became a resident of the State of North
Dakota. He was a refined gentleman at all times, and during his
career as Judge of the District Court he was honest and respected
by all who came before him, and because of his kindness of disposition,
he came to be respected and loved by lawyers and laymen alike, and
it has been said of him that all people who knew him were his
staunch friends.
On the Bench he was eminently fair and careful in all of his
work, and was never known to render a decision upon any case
submitted to him, without careful thought, preparation and
consideration.
Resolutions
BE IT RESOLVED, By this Association in Convention assemb'ed,
that we deeply mourn the untimely death of Judge Leighton and the
loss which the State and this Association have sustained in his
passing.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sympathies of all of
the members of the Bar Association of this State be extended to the
surviving members of his family, and to all of the relatives and friends.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this sketch of his life,
and these Resolutions be placed upon the permanent records of this
Association; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary be requested
to deliver to the members of his family a copy hereof.
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HON. CHARLES A. POLLOCK

On Monday, July 9th, 1928, at II :30 o'clock p. m., at his home
in Fargo, N. D., after an illness covering a period of about two weeks,
Judge Pollock passed on in answer to the final call that awaits all of us.
His death was due to a complication of causes, and during his
last illness he was confined to his bed for a period of about two
weeks.
Judge Pollock was born at Elizabethtown, Essex County, New
York, September 27th, 1853, and was, therefore about 75 years of
age at the time of his death.
His parents were John and Eunice Ellis Pollock natives of
Ireland and New York, respectively. The father, who was a teacher
by profession, came to the New World in 183 o , at the age of uine
years. He was graduated from Troy Conference Seminary of New
York and was ordained a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
but devoted his life to teaching. He founded the Rainsbury Seminary
at Rainsbury, Pa., where he spent some years, going from there to
Epworth, Iowa, in 1856, where he opened the Epworth Seminary,
and remained there two years, then going to DeWitt, Iowa, as
principal of the public schools of that place, and later served as
County Auditor of Clinton County for four years, and as Deputy
Treasurer for eight years. In 1895 he came to Fargo, N. D., where
he died one year later.
Judge Pollock was given his early education by his parents, and
at the age of 14 commenced work as Deputy in the office of the
Register of Deeds of Clinton County, Iowa, where he remained for
six years. He then entered Cornell College at Mt. Vernon, Iowa,
from which he was graduated in 1878 with a B. A. Degree. The next
two years he spent as principal of the public schools of Lowden,
Iowa, studying law at the same time. He was graduated from the
Law Department of the University of Iowa in I881, and on July
15th of the same year he opened a law office in Fargo, N, D., where
he met with much success in his profession.
He was elected a lecturer in the Law Department of the University
of North Dakota in ioo, which position he filled in a very creditable
manner.
His Alma Mater conferred upon him the Degree of Master of
Arts in 1881, and the Degree of L. L. D. in 19o8.
In 1885 he was elected District Attorney of Cass County in the
then Territory of Dakota, which position he occupied until 1889.
About this time Judge Pollock was married to Miss Martha
Clinton, daughter of 'Rev. John Clinton, a native of Ontario. Mrs.
Pollock is also a graduate of Cornell College, having graduated with
the Class of 1879, and was a fellow student in that College with
Mr. Pollock.
Judge Pollock was a thirty-second Degree Mason, and a member
of El Zagel Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S.
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He was a prominent and faithful member of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Fargo, and a member of the Official Board of
that church, and active in church work for many years.
He attended the General Conferences of his church at Baltimore
at Minneapolis in I912, and at Saratoga Springs in 1916,
in i98,
and also the recent General Conference held in Kansas City, where
he was honored by election to the Chairmanship of the Judiciary
Commmittee of the Methodist Church, which position he held at the
time of his death. Such position is the greatest honor that can be
extended to a layman by the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
Judiciary Committee is what is known as the Supreme Court of the
Methodist Church, having jurisdiction over Methodist Church matters
throughout the world.
Judge Pollock was elected to the Chairmanship of this Committee,
succeeding Henry Wade Rogers of New York, deceased, formerly
U. S. Circuit Court Judge.
After finishing his school work, and in deciding upon a location,
Judge Pollock wavered for a time between North Dakota and
Colorado, but finally chose North Dakota as his future home.
Judge Pollock was an active member of the County Bar Association of Cass County, and also a member of the State Bar Association,
of which latter he was President in the year 192I.
Judge Pollock is survived by his widow, also by Clara A. Pollock,
who resides at home, also Lorine M. Pollock, who is now Mrs. C. W.
Bingham of Beaumont, Texas, and a son, Charles M. Pollock of
Fargo, who has been in practice with his father for the past ten years.
Another son was born to Judge and Mrs. Pollock, John C. Pollock,
who died at an early age.
Funeral services were held for judge Pollock at the First
Methodist Church, Fargo, N. D., at 2:00 o'clock p. m. on Wednesday,
July iith, 1928, the Rev. Dr. H. Lester Smith, Bishop of the Helena
Area of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having charge of the
services, and delivering the main address on such occasion. Rev.
Ernest C. Parish, local Pastor of the First Methodist Church of
Fargo, assisted in such services, and Judge Pollock was finally laid
to rest in the Riverside Cemetery at Fargo N. D.
Judge Pollock was not only a loyal, earnest and sincere man, in
his life as a lawyer, in his work on the Bench, and in his church
work, but he stands out as the most prominent citizen this state ever
had, in connection with temperance work, for he was an earnest and
sincere man in this respect, and even those opposed to him in their
beliefs on this subject, held him in the highest esteem, because they
knew he was earnest and sincere, and that he faithfully practiced
the things he taught.
The Prohibition Clause in our Constitution was prepared by
Judge Pollock, and it was through his earnest endeavors that it was
made a part of the fundamental law of this state, and through this
he was known as "The Father of the Prohibition Law of the State
of North Dakota."
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It is indeed difficult for one to properly write, or to express his
thoughts in words, concerning the life and character of a man like
judge Pollock. He was one of the most widely known and most
highly respected citizens of our State, during all of the years of his
life, and this being true, it would seem somewhat unnecessary for
us to attempt to add anything by way of tribute but we shall here
quote and present an editorial which appeared in one of our leading
State papers, following his death, because it is so genuine and so
beautifully expresses what we believe to be the thought of all of the
people who knew judge Pollock:
"North Dakota loses a loyal friend and a -great citizen in the death
of Judge Charles A. Pollock. He came here in 1881 when the state
was a part of Dakota Territory, and immediately began the practice
of law, which he continued until he was stricken with the illness
which caused his death. For twenty years of that time he was Judge
of the Third Judicial District, making a record as a Jurist that is not
only unique, but great in the annals of North Dakota jurisprudence.
He wrote decisions in many important cases, and they were always
clear, concise expositions of the law. He was fair, impartial and
clear-headed on the Trial Bench, and his charges to juries were noted
for their thorough, accurate analysis of the laws involved. His career
on the District Bench is outstanding, in all these respects.
"But he was interested in much more than the law. The science
of life and government commended and received his attention and
study. He aligned himself with the forces of right from the start,
and was always in the forefront of the great fight. North Dakota's
Constitutional Prohibition clause was his work, and throughout his
long and successful career he fought for it. The church of his faith
was ennobled and made more effective because of his faith and
indefatigable. labor, and last fall it honored him by giving him the
greatest position it can bestow on a layman.
"Judge Pollock was a good lawyer, a fine Judge, a great character
and an exemplary man, a friend who knew friendship and knew what
that involves. He chose North Dakota as his state early in his career,
and gave to the State the sort of labor and leadership it has always
needed. He was an honor to it, and the State will miss him."
Resolutions
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the State Bar Association of the State of North Dakota here in Convention assembled, that
in the death of Judge Pollock the State and the Nation have lost a
great man, and that we have lost a noble man, a great lawyer, and a
true and. loyal friend, and that we shall ever hold him and his many
noble qualities and attributes in the highest regard, and in the fondest
recollection; that no greater, more impartial or honorable Judge ever
graced the Bench of'the State of North Dakota, and that his life
among us as a man and as a lawyer, and his great work while on the
Bench will always be remembered and most highly respected, for no
record that ever finds a place in the Judicial History of North Dakota
will be more "commendabe and worthy of admiration than that of
Judge Pollock, who for five successive times was elected a District
Judge of this State.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to his widow
and to all of the members of the familv our deepest and most heartfelt
sympathy in their great bereavement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this biographical
sketch of the life 6f Judge Pollock, and of these Resolutions, be
transmitted to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of North Dakota, and also like copies to the presiding Judge of the
District Court of the First Judicial District and also like copies sent
to his widow, and that this sketch and these Resolutions be spread at
large upon the records of this Association.

GUSTAV A. LAKE

Gustav Adolph Lake was born at Hoffman, Minnesota. March
1886, and died April I8th, 1928, and was, therefore, about 42
years of age.
9 th,

He graduated from the public school at Hoffman, and later on
entered the Northwestern College, Fergus Falls, Minn., from which
he was graduated. In 1916 he entered Harvard Law School, and
finished the full law course and was graduated in 192o. His studies
were interrupted by the World War, when he entered an officers'
training camp at Plattsburg, N. Y., in May, 1917. He was commissioned Captain of Infantry August Irth, 1917, and assigned to
Company K, 301st Infantry, 76th Division. stationed at Camp Beven,
Mass. In July, 1918, he was detailed to a National Training detachment at Troy, N. Y., as commanding officer, and was discharged
from service January 8th, i9I9.
This is rather an impressive record for a non-military professional man, and few knew of these things, for Mr. Lake was never
given to boasting, either concerning his educational qualifications or
his work in the World War, or concerning any other matter pertaining.
to himself.
Following his graduation from Harvard, Mr. Lake came to North,
Dakota to file on a claim near Corinth, where he farmed for a while..
He then established a law office at Alamo in 1921 which he continued:.
into the year following, when he removed to Grenora where he resided.
and was engaged in the practice of law until his election to the officeof State's Attorney of Williams County in the fall of 1926, when he
removed to Williston, N. D.
On March 9th, 1923, Mr. Lake was married to Miss Atnm Nelson,
and three children were born to them, Rollo and Janet, twins, four
years old, and Romaine, 2 years old, and his widow and these children
survive him.
His father is still living on the old home farm near Alexandria,
Minnesota, and he has three brothers at Hoffman, Minn., and four
sisters, Mr. Wm. Rounds of Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mrs. Lindstrom of
Minneapolis, Minn., Mrs. Ole Lindstrom of McCleary, Wash., and
Mrs. Ida Yount of Corinth, N. D.
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During the short period of
of Williams County-about i6
services to the County, and his
the State, while in such office,

time Mr. Lake was State's Attorney
months-he rendered most valuable
efforts to enforce all of the laws of
were most commendable. He was a

man of undaunted courage, and while he met with considerable
opposition in connection with his work, yet he fearlessly carried it
on, and was quite successful in his efforts.
Mrs. Lake had for several months previous to his death, been

his stenographer and assistant in his office, and was a helpmate in
his work, in every sense of the term.
Mr. Lake was a good citizen and a very well educated man, not

only fundamentally, but in the law. He was a man with a scientific
trend of mind and thought.

He was an extensive student of biology

and a linguist of no mean ability, having at his command the Scandinavian languages, the German, French and Spanish, all of which he
could speak quite fluently.
Mr. Lake had numerous friends and followers in Williams County,
and his sudden removal from life's scenes is a great loss to that
community because he was always a champion of what was best for
the people and the community in which he lived.
A brief funeral service was held for Mr. Lake at Williston, N. D..
two days after his death. Services were held in the First Lutheran
Church, the Rev. Laurence Field conducting the service. Mr. and
Mrs. Lake had been members of this church for a considerable length
of time, and Rev. Field paid to Mr. Lake and to his work in Williams
'County, a very high tribute. After the services in Williston his
remains were taken to his old home at Alexandria, Minnesota, and
there also a brief service held, when he was laid to rest in the old
home cemetery.
Resolutions
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That in the untimely death
of Mr. Lake the people of his community and state in general, have
lost a valuable citizen, and a staunch supporter of all that tended to
the betterment of the state, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to his widow
and to all of the members of the family, our deep and heartfelt
sympathy in their great loss, and in this time of their severe trial and
bereavement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this sketch of his life
and these Resolutions be spread at large upon the permanent records
of this Association, and that a copy of the same be sent to his widow.
Respectfully submitted,

H. A.

LIBBY,

Chairman Memorials Committee.

3hn Memtoriam
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MR. PRESIDENT: Are there any invitations from any city for the
next meeting of the Association?

On behalf of the Barnes County Bar AssociaMR. HANCHETT:
tion and the various civic bodies of Valley City, the Rotary Club, the
Kiwanis Club, the Commercial Club, it is my pleasure to extend to
this Association a cordial invitation to meet at Valley City next year.
Valley City had the meeting of the State Bar Association twenty or
twenty-one years ago. We have not had it since that time. We had
the matter up before our local bar meeting some few days ago and
we came to the conclusion it was about our turn to have the meeting
there the coming year. The matter was also taken up with the
Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club and the Commercial Club and they have
all joined with the local Bar in giving this invitation to meet with us
in 1929. I have letters from the Secretary of all of these bodies. I
won't read them but wish to file them with the Secretary and trust
they will receive due consideration. Valley City, as you know, is
quite centrally located for good railway facilities and we have good
hotel facilities. We would be greatly pleased to entertain this Bar
meeting at the 1929 session.
MR. BUTTZ:
On behalf of the civic bodies and the citizens of
Devils Lake, I have been requested to extend to this body an invitation to hold their next meeting at Devils Lake. We have excellent
and adequate accommodations, hotel accommodations, and we also
have splendid railway connections, and we have.a suitable place for
your meeting, and we would appreciate and love and desire your
company there. We have for you, in addition to the ordinary surroundings, the second largest inland body of salt water in all this
world in which .you may swim, even at this time of the year. We
have on the south side of that lake one of the thirteen national parks
of the United States and inhabited by bear and deer and elk and
antelope, and other of the native animals of this -great northwest,
accessible now by that splendid drive known as the Burtness Scenic
Highway, named after Congressman Burtness, who secured part of
the funds from Congress for its making and maintenance. We have
there the State School for the Deaf. We have the state military
encampment grounds where the national government is spending
thousands of dollars every year in improvements. We have the
grounds of what was the third largest independent Chautauqua Association in the United States, now our city park, and many other
things of that sort that I know will interest you, and if you see fit
to come to us we certainly shall be delighted.
MR. KNAUF:
I was instructed before leaving home by the civic
bodies in Jamestown fo invite the Bar Association to come to Jamestown for its next session but upon learning that Valley City was to
present an invitation, and knowing that we had entertained the Bar
since Valley City had, I was instructed again by the Bar Association
to withdraw the invitation in favor of Valley City, in the event that
Valley City really presented the invitation

BAR BRIEFS

MR. PRESIDENT: We have then the invitations of Devils Lake
and Valley City to be presented.
While waiting for the Committee on ResoluMR. BRAATELIEN:
tions to report, I want to say that Judge Cockrell in his lecture, mentioned one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, and was very
surprised upon being asked, "What are you doing now?" They did
not know that Judge Burke was Judge of the Supreme Court. There
is nothing personal in this only to relieve the gravity of the situation,
how many lawyers have not experienced this feeling on going down
to the Supreme Court with a case. You feel you have all the law
on the facts and are eminently right from every standpoint from your
own point of view and when you get your decision, you are surprised
to find that you didn't win out. I mean this not in a serious note and
I want to impress upon Judge Cockrell that sometimes there is not a
single lawyer in this state but goes home and asks himself, "'What
are they doing now?"
We will now have the election of officers for
MR. PRESIDENT:
the ensuing year. I will therefore receive nominations for President
for the ensuing year.
JIM JOHNSON:
Mr. President and Members of the Bar Association: As one of the youngest members of the local Bar in Ward
County, they asked me to present the name of Judge Lewis for
President of the Bar Association this coming year. Now Judge Lewis
has resided among us here for a great many years, and has for a
good many of them belonged to the Bar, and it is our unanimous
opinion that we should present his name here and I was chosen, as
the youngest member of the Bar, to do it.

I have known Judge Lewis for a good while. There
MR. BANGS:
are some thines I have known about him that I am not going to tell.
I discovered some things about him today and I hesitate to tell. One
of them, however, he bragged about himself, so there is no harm in
me referring to it. That was the fact that he graduated from
Harvard. We don't, ordinarily, out here in North Dakota, place
much store by a man being a graduate of Harvard. In fact, I have
-talked with very good men who were acquainted with Harvard graduates and who told me, "Oh, they are not so bad; you take a Harvard
man, and after you have had him in the office for two or three years,
and have knocked a lot of stuff out of him that he learned in Harvard,
he makes a pretty good lawyer." John has been around long enough
-to have gotten that stuff knocked out of him. Worse than that he is
from Vermont, but he has one redeeming quality, that is he left
Vermont and came out here. Now with those two things against
him, and the other things of which I am not making mention, which
might make it difficult for him to be elected to this high office, there
is another thing that induces me to second his nomination. I was
reading the other day in some flower catalogs-I am getting ready
-for next spring, you know. We people who like flowers go out in the
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fall and read all of the catalogs and we gather in the bulbs and seeds
and tubers and get all ready, and next spring we plant them and just
about the time they begin to bloom along comes a frost and then you
go out with the same hope you will have better luck next year. Anyhow I found an article by Judge Lewis. I learned that he was a lover
of flowers. You know a man who really will get up in the morning,
go out in the early morning and work in a flower garden for just the
purpose of bringing into being a thing of beauty such as gladioli
(John I understand has some fine ones) must have in him that
which overcomes both Vermont and Harvard, and finding that he has
these splendid flower qualities, even though he isn't such a "hell" of a
posie himself, I take great pleasure in seconding the nomination of
John Lewis for President of this Association.
MR OwENs: In behalf of the Bar of Williams County, I desire
to support the nomination of our friend and neighbor, John H. Lewis.
We, from the west, cultivate flowers somewhat differently than they
do as suggested by my friend Tracy Bangs, and am glad our friend
Lewis has followed the right way and has been successful. Our
experience with the flower proposition is that we do like they do in
the fall-read the catalogs and gather in the bulbs, and in the spring
plant them, and then let our wives take care of them, but Brother
Lewis has been successful, not only in the profession, but in the culture
of beauty and observation of nature. I am sure he will bring to this
Association those good qualities he has so higily exalted in his personal
life. In behalf of the Bar Association of Williams County I take
pleasure in seconding the nomination.

MR. KNAUF: On behalf of the Stutsman County Bar, I want to
second the nomination of Mr. Lewis. I move you, sir, that it be the
sense of this Association, that the nominations be closed and the
Secretary cast the unanimous vote for John H. Lewis as president for
the ensuing year.
Motion duly put and unanimously carried.
SEcRETARY:

The ballot is cast.

MR. Pn
XSiNT:
Mr. Lewis, I cannot conceive of a greater
pleasure than to convey this information to you, and I cannot conceive
of a greater honor than to be followed by a man like you. May we
hear from you?
MR. LEWIS: After what Mr. Lawrence has said I do not know
what to say. I only want to say this, that I appreciate this honor
more than I can tell you, and I thank you for it from the bottom of
my heart, and so far as my ability will allow, I will do all I can the
next year for the success of the Bar Association. I feel that it is a
particular honor to follow in the office a .man 1ike Mr. Lawrence. It
makes it very hard for the incoming officer to try to come up to that
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standard, but it is not the officers that make a Bar Association, or
any other society, it is the members. I know the members will help
to make it better year by year. Thank you more than I can tell you.
MR. PR SIDENT:

The nominations are in order for the office of

Vice President.
MR. BANGS: I hate to be on my feet so much but I do want to
place in nomination, a friend of mine for the office of Vice President
of this Association. I feel that the Bar Association of North Dakota
occupies an enviable position. I have had occasion to go into other
states and I do not believe I have ever found any community, any
state, or any portion of the state, where the Bar stood so high as it
does in North Dakota. You heard Mr. Young express regret that
there had been four applications, or four petitions for disbarment
during the past year, that it was an unusual thing. Now as compared
with other states, it is unusual in the few complaints that have been
made. Only four in this state in the past year, speaking proportionately, is unusual, because of the fewness of them. Wherever you
go, in whatever town or city you go, you find that members of our
profession are occupying the very highest position as citizens and men
who are interested in civic affairs. Now then we have in this state
not only this high order in the Bar but we have in this state one man
who it has always seemed to me, stands out a little above and beyond
everyone else when it comes to a question of absolute honesty and
integrity, one man to whom everyone refers when he speaks about the
Bar and about the splendid men of the Bar, and I do not believe that
I have ever 'heard thequestion come up that some one has not said
before the conversation was ended, "There is one man practicing
law in Forth Dakota that has the confidence of every person that
ever knew him." That is Judge Bagley of Towner. Looking around
today, it seemed to me that we younger men should try and pick out
an older man now to take this position, and so as representing the
younger men of the Association, I propose the name of Judge Horace
Bagley of Towner for Vice President.
MR. JOHNSON: One of the younger men from Ward
seconds the nomination.
MR. MCINTYRE:

County

I can't let the opportunity go by of rising to

second the nomination of a man who for many years has been one of
my closest friends, friendship which was gained back in college days.
I think I know Mr. Bagley as no other practicing attorney in the
State knows him, and I can say that everything Mr. Bangs has said of
Mr. Bagley is true. I can cite numerous incidents of my own experience which would simply add testimony to the character of Mr. Bagley
as a man. Those of you who know the work Mr. Bagley has done in
the Probate Court, the work he has done whenever he has been asked
to take a part in Bar Association matters, know the value of the
service, and when we tender to Mr. Bagley the nomination of Vice

BAR BRIEFS

President, and elect him to that office, we are only rendering, or
paying back in a small way a man who is a man and a lawyer to whom
is due the highest respect of every lawyer and citizen of the State.
MR. CAMPBELL:
This is the first time I have ever spoken- to this
Association on nomination but I want to say that a few years ago,
when I came out to this State as a youngster to practice at Rugby,
some twenty miles from Towner, among my early acquaintances was
Horace Bagley of Towner. I always admired him as a judge and
lawyer, an adviser and councilor and also as a fellow citizen, a fellow
man, and I want to say that in my work, my practice in North Dakota,
I have felt that I could look tip to Horace Bagley as an example in
regard to fair, honest, square dealing between man and man, fair
practice in law, honest practice, and I am very glad to see him move,
as the representative of this Bar Association, toward its head, and I
want to approve of his nomination, and if I may, I move that the
nominations be closed.

As one who has known Judge Bagley for a number

MR. BENSON:

of years, one who has known him from the time that I was quite
young, a long time before I got into the practice of law, I can testify
as to what has been said about Judge Bagley, and about him as a man
of character. He has always been an outstanding figure in his community. He has always been a man who has been respected as a
.man of honor as a man of high ideals, as a man of fair dealing, and
as a man of sublime character. It gives me great pleasure, therefore,
to second the motion that has just been made by Mr. Campbell that
the nominations be closed, and that the Secretary be instruted to
cast the unanimous ballot for Mr. Horace Bagley as Vice President
of the Bar Association.
MR. PRESIDENT: I wish I could second this nomination myself.
(Motion duly put and unanimously carried.)
SECRETARY:

The ballot is cast.

JUDGE BAGLEY:

President Lewis and Gentlemen of the Bar

Association: I feel completely overwhelmed by the sense of my
unworthiness of what has been said here. I wouldn't mind being
Vice President, that is a humble position, has nothing to do, and I feel
qualified to fill that, but I know I would feel disappointed if you did
not promote me to the position of President, and that position I do
not feel worthy and capable of filling. I don't have a boiled shirt or
a dress Suit and I don't think any man can be President of an Association like this unless he has one and knows something about how
to wear it. You will see our President, there at the banquet this
evening, looking like a million dollars, and Judge Lewis sitting at the
head of the banquet table looking like two millions, and perhaps next
year you will see me sitting there in my civilian clothes. I don't think
it is wise from that standpoint. I don't think it is wise from another
standpoint. I think that the President of this Association should not,
only be honored in the elevation to that office, but that his reputation

BAR BRIEFS

as a professional man should be large enough throughout the state,
and if possible throughout the nation, so that he brings honor to the
Association through that elevation. I do not lay any claim to such
a reputation. I have no desire, if I should be elected, to gain personal
glory, but I hope that in some way I can serve the members of our
profession in this State, and especially in some way to make this
Association more useful and helpful to the younger men of the Association, who are soon to take our places, and with this hope and with
deep feeling of gratitude for the kind words that have been spoken, I
thank you for your kindness and pray that you may be forgiven for
the frailty of your judgment.
MR. PRESIDENT:

If the Resolutions Committee is ready to make

its report, we will be glad to hear it.
RESOLUTIONS
MR. FLETCHER:

Be It Resolved, That the State Bar Association

of North Dakota does hereby assure the members of the Ward County
Bar Association, the ladies of Minot, and the Association of Commerce
of the City of Minot, of its sincere appreciation of the open handed
hospitality shown to its members and their ladies.
The Association again wishes to thank the Honorable Frederick
H. Faville, Professor Wesley A. Sturges and the Honorable Ewing
Cockrell for their most interesting and instructive addresses.
The Association desires to take this opportunity to thank
President Aubrey Lawrence and the other members of the Executive
Committee and the sub-committees for the work and labor which they
have so willingly performed to make our annual meeting both pleasant
and beneficial.
In closing we extend to the Honorable James Johnson our
appreciation for his address of welcome and we wish him a long life
of unlimited happiness.
The motion was duly made, seconded and carried that the above
report be adopted.
MR. MCINTYRE: I move that a rising vote of thanks be extended
to our retiring president for his service as President, for his graciousness in presiding- at this meeting of the Association, for the untiring
effort which he has put forth to better the condition of the practicing
attorney, and to further the interests of the Association. It is no
easy task to arrange for an annual meeting with programs and disappointments over securing men of talent, men who can bring real
messages to us, and knowing something of the trials and griefs which
Mr. Lawrence has gone through, I certainly feel from the bottom of
my heart, this word I have spokemof the appreciation of the Associa-
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tion should be extended to Mr. Lawrence because of the successful
year he has had and the interest he has taken in the Association.
MR. LEWIS: Those in favor, please rise. Carried.
MR. PRESIDENT: Well, friends, I won't say anything, just two
words, "Thank you." I do appreciate the kindness of the remarks
and your evident sincere appreciation. If there has been any labor,
it is well repaid by the loyal and faithful service and help of every
committe and every member who has been called upon to do anything.
If there has been any effort, it has been repaid a thousand times by
the friendship of the members of this Association, whom I love.

We nearly forgot the election of the Secretary and Treasurer.
MR. WARTNER: I move you that the rules be suspended and that
our President cast the unanimous ballot for our present Secretary-

Treasurer, Dick Wenzel.
MR. HERIGSTAD:

Second the motion.

Carried.

Motion was duly made, seconded and carried that the meeting
adjourn.

